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From consistent cleaning to required repairs, log homes require maintenance 

to stay beautiful and functional all year long. To ensure a log home stays 

durable and avoids costly repairs, prioritizing log home maintenance is vital.

No matter what time of year it is, you can prepare to tackle any maintenance 

by following this comprehensive guide with maintenance best practices.

Stain Estimation is Key to Your Project

https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/how-to-estimate-the-right-amount-of-stain-for-your-project-2
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/how-to-estimate-the-right-amount-of-stain-for-your-project-2


3

       How Often Should Homeowners   
   Inspect a Log Cabin?   

In wood cells, the lignin can be broken down by the sun’s UV rays. This weakens the 
wood fibers and can cause cracks and weathering. During an annual inspection, 
signs of drying wood, aging and any pests hidden away should be checked for.

A log home needs a full, visual inspection at minimum once a year. If possible, quick 
walkarounds of the property should take place to review any major damage, like right 
after a big storm. A detailed inspection needs to happen at least once a year to check 
for more signs of potentially hidden damage, bi-annually (in the spring and fall) to 
play it safe.

The Best Prepping Practices for Staining Your Log Home

https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/how-to-estimate-the-right-amount-of-stain-for-your-project-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3elInvI0Iw
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Height of landscape or greenery that is too tall or close to the home

Log finishes that are faded, discolored or damaged

Dark stains or spots that could implicate mold or fungus

Growing algae

Green moss on logs

Termite “mud tubes”

Frass, pinholes or sawdust from carpenter ants

Large gaps between logs

Upward-facing cracks on logs

A rough sketch of the home: Write notes next to each wall detailing 
needed maintenance

A camera: Take pictures of areas that need maintenance

Blue painters tape: Mark areas that need care to find them easily later on

Pests can be a huge problem if left unchecked so homeowners should pay close 
attention to signs of termites, carpenters ants, woodpeckers and more. Look for deep 
gaps in the logs because these can allow in water which causes mold, bugs, mice      
or bats. 

Check on outdoor fixtures and where they are located — things like hoses hanging 
from hooks on a log cabin can cause damage in the long run. And look for ‘checks,’ 
which are the upward-facing cracks you may find. These are part of the natural 
drying process of logs, but if they aren’t sealed, they can trap water, cause rot and 
leave long-lasting problems.

Use these tools to help make preventative maintenance easier to follow:

A checklist of potential problems to look for:
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       How Often Should a Log   
   Home Exterior Be Washed?                         

To prevent the need for future repairs or bigger issues down the road, log home 
exteriors should be washed at least once a year. If homeowners plan to restrain their 
log home, washing first is a must. It’s best to stain a surface that is clean of mold, 
grime, pollen, dirt and more. Before washing starts, vegetation and piled-up debris 
should be cleared away.

Homeowners can use a weak dilution of dishwashing soap with warm water. Or, they 
can try a low-PH, bleach-free wood cleaner. Suds can be applied with a cloth or a 
long-handled, soft-bristle brush. Rinse off any suds with a garden hose or a pressure 
washer on the lowest setting.

What Are the Major Threats to a Log Home?

https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/how-to-estimate-the-right-amount-of-stain-for-your-project
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/log-homes-have-major-threats-based-on-where-you-live
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       What Happens if Mold or Mildew   
   Is Found During an Inspection?   

In areas that have poor air circulation, mold or mildew can form on log homes. 
Mixing 1 cup of trisodium phosphate, 1 quart of bleach and 3 quarts of warm water 
can help remove it.

Ensure goggles and rubber gloves are worn when applying any affected areas 
with a hand-pump garden sprayer. Let it sit for 10 minutes, then rinse thoroughly 
with clean water with a pressure washer on the lowest setting. Ensure no chlorine is 
leftover on the wood or it can cause problems.

Sealing and staining with the right products can help prevent mold and mildew 
from forming.

How to Prepare Your Log Home for a Successful Restoration

https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-translucent-exterior-urethane-finish
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/how-to-estimate-the-right-amount-of-stain-for-your-project
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/proper-preparation-for-log-homes


       What Water Management    
   Maintenance Needs To Take Place?  

Landscaping, drainage and gutter systems need to be inspected to ensure proper 
water management is taking place and keeping out moisture from the foundation. 
Water is the most destructive natural hazard to wood and log homes. Coating the 
wood provides protection, but preventing moisture pockets through clogged drains, 
overgrown landscaping and downspouts is also vital.

Keep plants and shrubs at least a foot and a half from the log walls. This makes 
sure good air circulation exists on a property. Gravel paths around a log home 
can provide a breezeway. Avoid mulch or river rock near a log home, these 
biodegradable products can splash water against log walls.

Inspect the gutter system. A poorly maintained gutter system will allow water to run 
down the roof and fall into the foundation. Inspect the gutter system annually to 
ensure rainwater is moving away from the log home. Clear out any debris in gutters, 
like leaves or bird droppings. 
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Signs That Indicate It’s Time to Re-stain Your Log Home

https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-clear-coat
https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-clear-coat
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/proper-preparation-for-log-homes
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/signs-its-time-to-re-stain-your-home
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       What Measures Need To Be Taken if   
   Large Cracks or Gaps Are Found?  

When large gaps or cracks are discovered, a gap filler needs to be added. Look 
for a quality, flexible gap filler to use on upward-facing checks. Filling and sealing 
these gaps is to prevent water intrusion. Modern gap filler is acrylic-based and 
durable. It expands and contracts while the logs or timbers move, but it adheres 
tightly and protects the home from pests and moisture intrusion.

Use products that are made specifically for log homes, not just gap filler, sealant 
and caulking used for tubs or sinks. 

When looking inside the cracks, if noticeable rot damage is found, it’s best to consult 
a professional log home restoration specialist. 

What Are the Problems to Avoid When Painting a Log Cabin Exterior?

https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/log-cabin-paint
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/log-cabin-paint


9

       Do Log Homes Need To Be Restained  

   It Needs Restaining?  
Especially with high-quality stains, restaining does not need to take place every 
single year. A log home will need stain and topcoat, but how often will always 
depend on the location of the log home and the wear-and-tear. It’s often required 
every three to four years. Applying a top coat each year is not a preventative 
measure. In fact, too much top coat causes peeling. ZAR’s Platinum PRO Clear Coat 
is a dual-purpose product that enhances Platinum Pro Translucent color when 
applied before it, or extend the stain’s life when applied over top of it.

Look at the log home exterior after a recent wash or heavy rainfall. If water beads, 
the stain or topcoat is in perfect shape and doesn’t need reapplying. If water 
darkens the wood, this means the topcoat is gone and it needs a new topcoat.

How to Apply a High-Quality Stain to Your Log Home

   Every Year? How Can You Tell  

https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-translucent-exterior-urethane-finish
https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-clear-coat
http://ZAR’s Platinum PRO Clear Coat
https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-translucent-exterior-urethane-finish
https://www.zar.com/inspiration/blog/log-cabin-paint
https://youtu.be/QhdKP90bSco
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       Tips on Effectively Restaining   
   and Refinishing Log Homes?  

Before any staining process is started, the log home needs to be sufficiently 
cleaned. Ensure the log home is free of dust, pollen, mold, mildew, bird droppings 
and old finishes. It shouldn’t have any stain, paint, clear coat, grease or oil spots. 
Remove all felting. If felting is left on, stain will adhere to the wood fuzz and will fall 
off eventually and leave a mottled look.

After cleaning the wood with wood cleaner, or soap and water, sanding or media 
blasting will give the wood more texture and extend the new stain’s longevity.

Start staining with a test area first. In a 2-square-foot space, do a test strip of the 
stain as the color will change after it dries. Ensure client approval is given on the 
dried test sample before staining the entire home.

When staining the entire log home, mix the stain every 15 to 20 minutes. Use a 
mixing paddle to stir to ensure even coverage along the log walls. As you use up 
containers, “box” the containers throughout the stain application. When there’s 25% 
of a container left, open the next and pour 25% of the new container into the old 
one. This keeps color coats consistent.

Always work in stain where there’s a natural break. Move completely across an 
entire log and complete one wall at a time. 
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       What’s a Good Quality Stain   
   for Log Homes?  

For log homes, a quality wood stain, such as ZAR Platinum PRO Translucent Exterior 
Urethane Finish, is designed to last for many seasons on vertical surfaces and 
should not require extensive refinishing on a regular basis. 

Still, it’s important to thoroughly examine your exterior wood. Horizontal surfaces, 
such as decks, see more traffic and thus may need to be refinished more often. 
Evaluate your wood surfaces carefully to determine if refinishing is truly necessary. 
ZAR products offer excellent protection and durability while enhancing the look of 
natural wood. 

Want to learn more about interior and exterior wood staining? Check out ZAR 
product offerings and find a ZAR retailer near you.

https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-translucent-exterior-urethane-finish
https://www.zar.com/products/zar-exterior/zar-platinum-pro-translucent-exterior-urethane-finish
https://www.zar.com/technical-resources/data-sheets
https://www.zar.com/technical-resources/data-sheets
https://www.zar.com/where-to-buy

